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I always get a M\e autumnly twinge at 
this time of year. Sometimes it surfaces 
around June 21 when the days start 
getting shorter. But how can melancholy 
last when this is the season of vegetable 
and fruit canning and preserving?The 
bustling harvests going on all around 
our city? {Let me just say, I drive a pretty 
mean grain truck at my family farm 
near Alvena.) 

We love our hometown a lot in this 
issue.The obvious is the seasonal colour, 
and a focal couple shows us how they 
show off the best hues fall can offer. As 
for the business end of pretty trees, read 
about the tussle between roots and sewer 
lines. WeVe got a piece about ethnic roots, 
too. Our resident foodie Craig takes us into 
the welcoming kitchen of Baba Nadine as 
she casts her perogie magic and reveals 
her legendary recipe to our readers. We 
also look at a refreshing new take on 
interior decor—upscale prairie—which 
draws inspiration from hometown roots, 
our living skies and landscapes. 

For more unexpected treasures, 
antique dealers Orest and Marion 
Murawsky say their biggest surprise 
is the treasure they find locally, putting a 
pause on the buying trips they planned 
to the U.S. and Europe. Local musician 
Dave Cum mine reveals how he saves 
musical gems by repurposing them in 
fascinating ways. 

Dave Denny, owner of the historic 
Drinkle building, and design consul- 
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How the 
Reader Panel 
Works 


#1 


Each panel 
member rates the 
ideas from most 
interesting to least 
interesting. 


#2 


# 


4 


The highest rated \ 
stories are selected, \ 
and our writers and j 
photographers are | 
then assigned to 
bring those / 
stories to fife. / 


/ 


The publisher 

The answers 

! 

For each issue, \ 

sends each panel 

j' from all six panel j 


1 a new panel of | 

member a number 

I members are cross , 

. 6 volunteers J 

of story ideas. 

referenced. 

u 

f is selected. j 


# 
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interested in being on a future panel? Email: amanda@saskatoon-home.ca with 'Reader Panel' in the subject line. 
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The City of Saskatoon has 
been working to bring in regu¬ 
lations for infill housing since 
2012 and, as of March, the city 
is one step closer to meeting 
this goal. 

New regulations set the 
maximum size of a house 
to be built in an established 
neighbourhood.This regula¬ 
tion does not have one set 
of numbers, but instead uses 


a formula that regulates the 
length and the height of the 
sidewalls based on the size of 
the lot. Before these develop¬ 
ment standards were set, there 
were few regulations for the 
size of infill houses. 

Additionally, in pre-war 
neighbourhoods, 25-foot 
lots are now allowed. Regu¬ 
lations have also been set for 
the height of the front door. 


and for permitting porches 
to extend into the required 
front yard. 

These new rules are in 
addition to the regulations 
for garage and garden suites 
set in 2014 (see our Fall 2014 
issue online for this story). City 
staff are still working on regu¬ 
lations for three and four-unit 
dwellings on corner sites, and 
site drainage requirements, 


which they hope to have in 
place for spring 2016. 

"These changes were 
in response to commu¬ 
nity concerns about the 
way infill was impacting 
existing neighbourhoods," 
says Darryl Dawson, manager 
of the Development and 
Review section of Planning 
and Development at the City 
of Saskatoon. 
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CHANGESTO INFILL GUIDELINES 



'The regulations we came 
out with were a balance that 
allows flexibility for infill devel¬ 
opers, and encourages infill 
development while providing 
some regulations that ensure 
the characters of existing neigh¬ 
bourhoods are maintained.'^ 
Throughout the process of 
introducing these new regufa- 
tions.the City has consulted 
with the development Industry 
and community members, 
being sure to address concerns 
as they moved forward. Darryl 
says he recognizes that this 
process has taken time, but 
he notes it's Important to be 
thorough. 


The City will be reviewing 
the impact of these new regu¬ 
lations, and reporting back to 
Council if any changes are 
needed, says Darryl. 

"WeYe talking about regula¬ 
tions that have an impact on 
the homes that get built and 
the homes we live In.The time 
frame was needed to ensure 
we had a solid consultation.'' 

We will be sure to follow 
these changes along the 
way, and keep HOME readers 
posted. For additional infor¬ 
mation you can contact the 
Planning and Development 
department. 

Ashleigh Mattern 


TIMELINE: CHANGESTO INFILL REGULATIONS 

• Dec. 2012: Public consultations and community 
advisory committee meetings begin. 

• Dec. 2013: City Council endorses the infill 
development strategy. 

• March 2014: Implementation plan approved. 

• May 2014: Garden and garage suites 
regulations set. 

• March 2015: Infill size regulations set, 
plus additional regulations for pre-war 
neighbourhoods. 

• Coming in 2016: Regulations for drainage, and 
for three- and four-unit dwellings on corner sites. 



IIX UP or BUY NEW; 

What’s Yowr Best Housing Option? 

visit fha Fall Home 3'how Oct 23-2S’ 
at Prairieland ParK to evaluate your optioria. 

SASKATOON 

fall home show 

For OKhibit informatiOAi 
or visit saskatoDiitioiimshow.ca 
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FRANK P. MARNN 
HOUSE 

A Look Inside a Landmark 



As houses go, the duplex 
at 716 and 718 Saskatchewan 
Crescent is a little unusual.The 
mere fact that ifs a duplex- 
something of a rarity for an 
up-market house built in 
1926 —makes it stand out as 


do the attached garages, which 
are something else you didn't 
see very often in 1926. Except 
for the entranceways, the two 
sides are near mirror images 
of each other, and the steeply- 
sloped, double-dormered roof. 


the lattice windows and gothic 
doorways make for an archi¬ 
tecturally striking exterior. 

Structurally, it has a number 
of rather quirky design 
elements. For example, instead 
of timber framing, the foot- 


thick exterior walls are made of 
hollow, interlocking,T-shaped 
terra cotta blocks, stuccoed on 
the outside and lined with lath 
and plaster on the inside.The 
basement extends only under 
the kitchen, where instead of 
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FRANK P. MARTIN HOUSE 



Photo: Kathiyn Szslasznyf 


lumber it has steel trusses for 
joists, supporting the three- 
inch concrete slab that makes 
up the floor above. In addition 
to the usual concrete founda¬ 
tions, forms used for pilings 
salvaged from the construc¬ 


tion of the University Bridge 
were used to build a sub-foun¬ 
dation consisting of 16-foot 
piles supporting foot-thick fir 
beams upon which the regular 
foundations rest. 

It was designed by ^ 



Custom Touches 

Stainless is the Answer 


<^'OTex Klassen 


Sales & Metal Fabrication 

G/assworks - A Division of Tex (Classen 


Come visit us at our new location! 
Bay 1 - 3935 Burron Avenue 


OFFERING CUSTOM 

Glasswork 


Ph: (306) 934-7600 

For ideas and inspiration visit www.texprojects.conn 
sales@texklassen,com 


FALL 2015 


Saskatoon HOME 11 























FRANK P. MARTIN HOUSE 



Photo: Jeff O'Brten 
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FRANK P. MARTIN HOUSE 



Steel-{ru5s jofsts in the basement support the kitchen floor, above. 


Frank R Martia an Englishman 
who came to Saskatoon 
from Ontario in 1909. One of 
Saskatchewan's foremost archi¬ 
tects, his work in Saskatoon 
included everything from gas 
stations to warehouses and 
downtown offices to schools, 
many of which still stand. Fie 
designed Bedford Road and 
City Park Collegiates and the 
School for the Deaf (nowadays 
the R.J.D. Williams Building 
near the University) and was 


responsible for a slew of 
elegant and beautiful houses, 
a number of which are today 
recognized for their heritage 
status. 

Upon building, Martin and 
his family lived in the west half 
of the duplex, at 716 Saskatch¬ 
ewan Crescent East. After he 
died in 1931, his wife, Clara, 
lived there until her death 
in 1962. The other half, at 
718 Saskatchewan Crescent 
East, saw a succession of ^ 


Gilebra 

SEWER RELINING 

Renovate Your 
Drains in One Day 



No Mess! Less Money! 
Permanent Solution! 


Epoxy pipe lining is a long-term solution for leaks, 
breaks, blockages, root intrusion, calciiuii build-up, 
water damage, mold and sewer backups. 


www.culebra.ca 306-242-7686 
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FRANK P. MARTIN HOUSE 
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FRANK P. MARTIN HOUSE 



Photo: CounestyJoen Bsltzan 


tenants until 1949, when Frank 
Martin Jr.—also an architect- 
moved in. After his mother died, 
he moved into her half of the 
building and lived there until 
his death in 1993, after which 
the two homes were sold. 

Under the new owners, the 
house and grounds under¬ 
went a substantia! restora¬ 
tion using specifications from 
the original 1926 architectural 
drawings. Modern windows 
designed to match the original 
were installed, as were new 
boilers for the heating system. 
The cast-iron radiators were 
sandblasted and refinished, 
the floors were re-done and 
the house re-plumbed and 
re-wired. New bathroom 
fixtures and kitchen cabinets 
were also installed. In 1997 
It was declared a municipal 
heritage property, winning a 
heritage award the following 
year, and in 2006 it was listed 


on the Canadian Historic Places 
registry. 

In 2007, Dave and Carol 
Edwards moved into 718 
Saskatchewan Crescent East. 
Dave is also an architect, and 
they had always wanted an 
older, character home. But 
there were changes to be made. 
Every inch of the house inside 
was white: every wall, every 
door and cabinet, every bit of 
balustrade, casing and base¬ 
board. So the first order of busi¬ 
ness was the gruelling task of 
completely stripping the whole 
interior. In re-finishing it they 
went with an 'Arts and Crafts'' 
style of decoration, including 
a predominantly earth-toned 
colour palette, the generous 
use of natural wood and solid, 
comfortable furniture.The result 
is a deliciously soft warmth to 
every room. 

They completely re-designed 
the kitchen, putting in a ^ 
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EXPERIENCE 8 EXPERTISE 

Taking the Stress out of Renovations 


Don't wait until tomorrow. 
Call McMorrow today! 


4 Regmn 

HiGma Bdildafs' 
Inc. 


306 - 244-9734 

2207 1st Ave. N. Saskatoon 
E: mcmorrow@sasktel.net 
www.mcmorrowconstruction.ca 
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FRANK P. MARTIN HOUSE 


Frank R Martin's house in the tete 1920s. 



Photo: iocai History Room - Sasnatoon Public Library - 2005-254- i 


huge granite countertop and 
beautiful stainless steel appli- 
ances.The living room boasts 
a large brick fireplace domi¬ 
nating one wall, flanked by new 
glass-fronted cabinets made 
from quarter-sawn oak—again 
in the Arts and Crafts tradi¬ 
tion. The fireplace mantle 
is trimmed with slate taken 
from blackboards salvaged 
from the Gathercole Building 
(originally the Saskatoon Tech¬ 
nical Institute, which Frank R 
Martin also designed) after it 
was demolished in 2004. New 
sconce lights and a plate rail 
decorate the opposite wall.The 
job took months to complete, 
but the result was clearly 
worth it. 

Frank P. Martin came to 
Saskatoon in the hopes that 
our dry climate would ^ 


University of Saskatchewan professor Ron Marken and Patti Marken, a nurse, bought both sides of the duplex in 1996.They moved 


into 716, rented 718, and eventually sold that side. Fascinated by the history, the Markens had the building declared a municipal 


heritage property in 1997 and It won a heritage award in 1998. In 2006, it was listed on the Canadian Historic Places registry. In 2015, 


the Markens sold 716 to the current owner. 




J - i 

* 


f' ■■ 



16 Saskatoon HOME 


FALL 2015 


Photo: Jeff O'Brien 































HIGHLANDER RIDGE IN MONTGOMERY 

I ll^StreetWest | bungalow | 1033 to 1244 sq ft | 1+den & 2 bedroom options | 
I 2 bathrooms | single or double attached garage | 

Starting at $349,900 
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We Have the PerfeH: Townhome for Your Lifestyle! 

Visk our show homes! Locations and hours at noUhridge.sk.ca 



I Veltkamp Crescent | 2 & 3 bedroom options | 2.5 bathrooms | 1268 to 1362 sq ft j 
I single or double attached garage | many amenities nearby | 

Starting at $324,900 


HAWTHORNE PLACE IN STONEBRIDGE 


Hawthorne 

- PLACE - 




306 . 242.2434 

northridge.sk.ca 
sa les@northridge.sk. ca 




North 
Ridge 



DEVELOnMEWT CORPORATION 

Deve/oper reserves the right to imake 
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FRANK P. MARTIN HOUSE 



provide some relief from 
the asthma that had plagued 
him his whole life. Instead, 
on the evening of December 
1, 1931, while packing for a 
Winter vacation in the southern 
states, he was overcome by a 
sudden attack, and died. At 
only 49 years of age, he was 
not old, not even for 1931. But 
his legacy lives on, in the build¬ 
ings he designed, in the city 
he helped create and in this 
beautiful house overlooking the 
river—built as a duplex so as 
to provide a source of income 
for his wife in the event of his 
untimely death. 

Jeff O'Bnen 
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DOORS 


HARDWARE 
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make a STATEMEIVT 


We sell and install windows, doors and hardware for both new construction 
and renovation projects. In-home quotes and consultations available. 
Experienced, knowledgeable staff always on site. 


Visit us at our bigger and better 
and still growing location at 
2835A Cleveland Ave 
(North of Boston Pizza on 51st Street) 
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me. 


306.242.7550 | 2835A Cleveland Avenue, Saskatoon 


www.saskatoondoors.ca 
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SHOWSUITE NOW OPEN AT 430 MANINGAS BEND 


KEYSTONE HAS DEFINED CONDOMINIUM VALUE WITH 
AN EXCEPTIONAL LIST OF STANDARD FEATURES: 




Al! homes have a large 20 x 22 double garage and private fenced back yard 
Fully landscaped and maintained front yards 
Complete appliance package including blinds 
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths including ensuite 
Granite or quartz kitchen counter tops 
Modern floor plan with three interior colour pallet options 



KEYSTONE 


DtUEtOPMENTCORP. ^ |f 1 



www.keysto ned evelo pm en ts .co m 306-221-0043 


Mark Larson 306-291-1225 
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Property stylist Shannon 
Weber didn't set out to 
create a new approach to 
interior decor when she hit 
on "'upscale prairie/' She just 
wanted to celebrate her love 
of the grasslands, the beau¬ 


tiful colours in the landscape, 
open spaces and living skies 
and the friendly people who 
call this home. Palm Springs, 
NewYork and Miami Beach are 
fine, but Shannon's passion 
means pride of place, and 


that place is firmly rooted in 
Saskatchewan. 

Shannon, owner of In Fine 
Order, had a blank slate in 
the sold-out Saskatoon 2015 
STARS lottery home, and 
chose to use this home as 


an example of Prairie Design 
done well. She had some very 
specific ways to pay homage 
to her Saskatoon birthplace. 
It was something she felt 
would appeal to those who 
choose to live here, a way ^ 
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UPSCALE PRAIRIE DESIGN 
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Brand name f Roaring 
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ti(e> carpet 
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INSTALLATION SUPPLIES 








Come visit us at 3530 Millar Ave^nue 

(Millar: North^f-epth Street) : 


l%eycHf lUfipIlM' a#: 

Preverco 


306-'€53-3839 
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UPSCALE PRAIRIE DESIGN 


interior spaces could honour 
the landscape outside. 

''I bve Saskatoon. My grand¬ 
parents farmed' my dad still 
does. I spent a lot of my child¬ 
hood on the farm nearWEIkie. 
I have wonderful memories of 
our cabins at Jackfish Lake and 
Alton's Lake/ says Shannon. 
'As a real estate stager, I want 
to create beautiful and modern 
homes, but also ones that are 
comfortable and approachable. 
Not glitzy glam^ not preten¬ 
tious. But a place you feel 
welcomed." 

Drawing Inspiration at Home 

While people might have 
yearned for things ''elsewhere" 
in the past, now being Cana¬ 
dian—and specifically prairie 
people—is a coveted brag¬ 
ging right In art, music and 
literature, the prairie is a place 
from which to draw inspiration. 
For too long, novels seemed 
based somewhere else, as if 
the author was almost afraid 
to admit a good story could 
be set here instead of a big 
American city or even rural 
United States. For Shannon, 
it's like a breath of fresh air. 

"There is fabulous work 
from prairie artists here, and 
that confidence and pride 
about where we live is some¬ 
thing I wanted to capture in 
this decor," she says. "I have 
so many beautiful things to 
choose from, and I use all local 
artists who have a fresh, ^ 



subtle nod to nature. 



DIVERSITY 

LIFE COACHING 

PersonaJ Executive 

Family Leadership 

Marriage 

Tmpower/ng indMduais to a purpose-filted fife 
through positive fife transformation " 



306.220.1315 

john@jmdivers3ty.ca 

jmdiversity.ca 
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UPSCALE PRAIRIE DESIGN 
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References to the outdoors can be made in interesting new ■ 

ways. 





different approach to familiar 
subjects"To reference Shan¬ 
non's prairie style, art doesn't 
have to be traditional Images 
of wheat fields to make the 
cut. Even a new perspective 
on the beauty in buildings past 
their prime deserved attention 
in her most recent project. 

Taking a Different View 

"We have a series of photos 
called 'Rural Decay' by Hans 
Holtkamp that are quite beau¬ 
tiful, with close up detail and 
stunning colour. We used a 
photo of an iconic grain elevator 
taken from an unusual perspec¬ 


tive that makes the image very 
modern, almost abstract."Take 
what is usual for us to see on 
the prairies, says Shannon, but 
do a twist on it so it's more 
interesting, more modern. 

"This is not a traditional 
'country' decor" Shannon 
explains. You won't find oak, 
checkered tablecloths, quilts 
or frilly kitchen curtains here. 
But that being said, Shannon 
points out that part of her 
intent is to connect with who 
we are and were we're from. 
If you adore grandmother's 
wonderful maple sideboard, 
then by all means Incorporate 
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it ''But/' she adds, "also do 
something unexpected with 
what you set on it or perhaps in 
the artwork you hang over it' 
Give it a contemporary twist. 

"I'm drawn to mid-century 
modern with its clean, simple 
lines, neutral and understated 
wall colours and coverings. 
Upscale prairie is very contem¬ 
porary, with white quartz 
countertops, and crisp white 
cabinets.The light fixtures are 
simple. I do use a little chrome, 
but you won't find much glitter. 
It's a comfortable style and 
you're never far away from 
the prairie. There are many 
references to prairie where we 
connect to nature throughout." 

Taking the time to think twice 
and buy once is more likely to 
result in a lasting look. 

"If you choose things you 
love that are well made, and 
choose more expensive pieces 
in neutral shades and simple 
shapes, they will endure'' ^ 



Open and airy reflects the wide prairie landscape. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 

IN YOUR CORNER 

BY YOUR SIDE DRIVEN 

HEATHERFRITC.COM 

306-292-2323 
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UPSCALE PRAIRIE DESIGN 



Even fabrics can be used to compliment an Upscale Prairte design style.This bird motif serves as a subtle reminder of the outdoors. 



os 


SALON', SPA, BARBLK. 

at; SaDTIAllcEMTSE 


' karb^^ 

^ sanctuory Jp expeh’en'ce tranquility, 
harmony and the creativity 
W fashion-forward hair artistry. 
With or without the prairie edge. 


306 . 653.8467 


4 NT 1 % ^ c ^ 

info@etho5salonspa.ca ww/w.ethossalonspa.ca & www.etfiosbarber.ca 
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UPSCALE PRAIRIE DESIGN 




Shannon advises. "You can add 
the interest less expensively by 
changing out items that add the 
colour. I believe prairie people 
spend their money carefully, 
waiting until they can afford 
good quality so it can stand 
the test of time." 


Prairie Cooperation 

Another equally impor¬ 
tant element to Shannon's 
upscale prairie is in the way 
it all comes together when she 
decorates a home. Reminis¬ 
cent of the pitch-in barn rais¬ 
ings or threshing crews, ^ 



BP Banister LTD 2941 Miners Ave 306.955.6338 bpbanister.ca 


Bringing Quality and 
Timeless Style to Your 
Homes Stairs and Railings. 


Proud member of the STARS Lottery 
Home supplier team. 
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UPSCALE PRAIRIE DESIGN 



the spirit of cooperation is a 
hallmark of Shannon's work. 

''Using the work of local 
artists, having pieces of 
furniture custom made by 
craftspeople here in Saska¬ 
toon and shopping at inde¬ 
pendent businesses and 
engaging with owners on 
a project is important. Even 
the work to stage a home is 
a family and friends affair for 
me" Shannon says. "It's the 
prairie way. My grandparents 


and parents taught me that. I 
grew up watching them helping 
their neighbours, and I want 
to pass along that ethic to my 
children.The prairie style isn't 
just how I make my homes 
look, but ifs preserving that 
pride about being from here. 
You should wake up every day 
loving this place, your home 
and knowing this is where you 
belong." (J) 

Karin Meiberg Schwier 




This series by Hans Holtkamp, 'Rural Decay/ touches on the 
pioneering era of the prairies in a norHraditional, yet beautiful way. 


• Shop local. Give your business to the pioneers 
who have worked hard to establish success in 
our cities and province. Select good quality, 
locally made and Canadian-made products. 

• Incorporate the work of prairie artists who produce 
pieces that honour our landscape and iconic prairie 
symbols.To keep the look current and interesting, 
seek a modern take on classic images. 


THE ROOTS OF UPSCALE PRAIRIE 
YOUR HOW-TO GUIDE: 


• Use natural materials and simple, uncluttered 
layouts. Strive for a more relaxed, organic feel. 
Add interest with natural elements like sticks, 
seedpods, moss and plants. 

• Avoid too much glossy shine and sparkle or 
anything overly formal like crystal chandeliers. 

• Embrace the abundant sunshine. Create a 
light, bright home using a soft, warm neutral 
backdrop (Farrow & Ball's colour Ammonite' 
carried by Braid Flooring is a favourite) and 
crisp white trim. Select colours that speak to 
our surroundings for a natural transition from 
the out-of-doors to inside. Layer in more blues, 
greys, greens and the mustard yellow of our 
landscape. Include woody, earth tones. 

• Tell the story of your connection to this province 
and the outdoors. Use photos of your family at 
the cabin, but display them with a twist. Instead 
of just an ordinary frame, use a small black and 
white print in an oversized frame with a large 
white mat. Pussy willows and branches also 
work well to set this mood. 
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For Carmen Villadar, there's 
nothing better than the 640 
square feet she calls home. 
As someone who's lived in 
Toronto, Houston and Frank¬ 
furt, her micro-loft in the 
historic Drinkle building on 
Third Avenue is spacious and 


affordable. Fler commute to 
work —she's a social media 
consultant—is a three-minute 
elevator ride to a co-work 
office space.There is 10,000 
square feet of rooftop with a 
deck space for gardens and 
entertaining, and shops on the 


basement mall level.The icing 
on the cake is that Carmen's 
apartment is the first of 60 
that Drinkle owner Dave Denny 
and design consultant Sherry 
Opdahl are renovating to open 
the space, bring in more 
natural light and add heaps 


of character in homage to the 
building's lOO-year history. 

Dave and his wife Genevieve 
Dessommes were living in her 
native New Orleans when 
Hurricane Katrina displaced 
them in 2006. While they 
waited to see what fate ^ 
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EUROPEAN STYLE LOFT 



would bring, Dave, a Saskatoon 
boy, found an online for sale 
ad for the Drinkle building, 
then known as Regent Plaza. 
They bought \l, along with a 
sight-unseen heritage home 
in the city. 

Off i ce -Turn-Ap artme nts 

The office building, built 
in 1913 by real estate mogul 
John Drinkle, had been turned 
into apartments long before; 
previous owner Dale Beavis 
renovated all 60 in the 1980s. 
Dropped ceilings were popular 
then and today, lowered 
ceilings are visible from the 
outside, covering the top 
portion of large windows. 
Original lath and plaster walls 
were kept, but the electrical 
and plumbing were upgraded. 
When Dave bought, "it was a 
real mixture of 100-year-old 
footprint with an 80s redo." 

Dave's plan is to maximize 
on the European "micro-loft" 



Add Value, Comfort and Style to your 
Condo with Window Coverings that POP 
at the Touch of a Button 


TWENTYD-SIGNS 


-irz 


X- 


Carey 

306-260-2^14 
War m an/M ar tensv i I le 


Jeannffie 

306-717-1092 

Saskatoon 


4Twenty Window Coverings carries high-quaiity, Canadian manufactured 
shades and drapery for both residential and commercial properties. Cali for 
your competitive quote, and up to 40% off on your order, 


www.4twentydesign5.com 


shade Qmatic 


ViP DEALER 
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EUROPEAN STYLE LOFT 


Repurposed railway dunnage topped with recycled 
cedsT embedded (n a herringbone pattern with a thick 
glazed scrrface berates a unique breakfast bar. 



feel of the apartments, and has 
spent two years getting the 
planning and design right for 
the first conversion.The orig¬ 
inal 12-foot height ceiling was 
restored and the full windows 
revealed. Walls were knocked 
out to open the space. A clever 
floor plan, furniture placement 
and salvaged materials create 
a combo of steampunk and 
repurposed chrc. 

Design consultant Sherry 
Opdahl of Atrous Consulting 
loves the minimalist approach 
to the project.This minimalist 
look, combined with the 
exposed brick, and original 


details, gives the space a 
definite European loft vibe 
that is very charming. 

Organic Design Process 

''Dave and I talked at a 
dinner over a year ago, and the 
process has been quite organic^ 
she says. lot of our design 
has come out of pieces Dave 
and builder Dan Isbister had 
salvaged, like original Eaton's 
doors, vintage SaskTel ladders, 
old wooden railway dunnage 
and the original birch flooring. 
WeYe building a unique foot¬ 
print and maximizing the 
vertical space." ► 





MAJKPA &E 19 Q 
MJD-aOi-iSl'C 


PLV-CiflGANIZ ED.CA 



Proud to Build Well Made 
& Well Priced Homes 


We would love the opportunity to speak to you about building your home 
in or around Saskatoon, in either a new or well established area (infill). 

Please feel free to contact us, or visit us at our show home 
where we can show you our work first hand. 


DEVELOPMENT 


SHOW HOME 

306-230-2488 

329 2nd Street East 

www.voxdeve(opment.ca 
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EUROPEAN STYLE LOFT 





A loft w(th an open area 
beneath allows for a raised 
bedroom or office area.The 
Murphy bed concept can be 
adapted so that a bed can 
disappear during the day. A 
recessed dining table can be 
pulled out only when needed 
to keep the living area open 
and free of clutter. Dave and 
Sherry have collected ideas on 
hardware and pulley systems 
to lift bikes or even furniture 
out of the way when not in 
use. With only so much real 
estate to work with, the idea 
of using up premium space to 
store items doesn't fly. In fact, 
Dave and Sherry agree that 
the people who are attracted 
to a micro-loft are embracing 
a simpler lifestyle. 

Embracing DeclLittcred, Minimal¬ 
ist Space 

''WeVe been living in an 
Indulgent time" says Sherry. 
"We're encouraged to buy, 
but then it doesn't give us 
the feeling of contentment 
we wanted, so we buy more, 
and it becomes a vicious cycle. 
When people get into a smaller 
space like this, it forces them to 
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EUROPEAN STYLE LOFT 



purge those things that weigh 
them down^ DecIuttered space 
is a reflection of the less is 
more idea, and people begin to 
realize that living more simply 


is 'Very freeing " 

For the past 18 years, there's 
been a zero vacancy rate in the 
Drinkle. Plans to redo the rest 
of the spaces will happen ^ 



WEEKENDS WERE NOT MAID 
FOR HOUSE CLEANING. 


TIDYTIMESAVER 

Professionat Cleaning Service 

www.tidytlmesaver.com 


PROUDLY 
SERVING REGINA, 
SASKATOON AND 
SURROUNDING 
AREAS 


Saskatoon Office 

OFFICE HOURS Mon to Ffi - 9am to 5pm 

TELEPHONE 306-664-0072 

EMAIL ]nfo@tidvtimesavercom 
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EUROPEAN STYLE LOFT 



For occasions when iiiim i iili itiiiii 


ifl neec^^ i^antscan use the Dri rtgle rooftop. 


over time when a tenant 
moves, or when unit main¬ 
tenance is required. Ideally, 
three units will be converted 
at a time once the three design 
choices are finalized. 

''We're an apartment 
building in the heart of down¬ 
town. These aren't condos, so 
we fill a niche for those who 
want to live in an attractive 
location, but they don't want 
to buy,'^ says Dave. "WeVe 
always had seniors, people 
who don't want to drive. But 
weVe attracting more young 


people now who want to live 
that city centre lifestyle." 

For Carmen, being in 
the heart of small city in a 
"gorgeous loft" gives her 
everything she needs. And, 
she says, "I don't need much" 

"I was living in another 
apartment, but when Dave 
showed me what they were 
doing with this new design, 
I just begged him to let me 
be the first one to move in. 
This is palatial compared to 
the micro-lofts in Europe or 
other big cities," she says. "It's 


an easy walk to great cafes 
and the farmer's market is 
close. It's four minutes to 
the mall, to my hair stylist. 
I get my bubble tea near by. 


I use the co-work office space 
in the building. It's flexible, 
beautiful and affordable. It's 
perfect." 


Karin Melt erg Schwier 


CLICK FOR HISTORY LESSON 

To learn about the Drinkle building, visit the 
Saskatoon HOME website and click on Read 
Online/Back Issues. Find the Spring 2015 issue 
and flip to page 39. City archivist Jeff O'Brien tells 
the tale of Drinkle No. 3: The Real Estate Gamble 
of 1913. 



The Home Boutique 


Furniture, Home Decor & Accessories 


/gallerylT.ca 306.978.1717 


Located on Attridge & McQrmond Drive in University Heights Square 
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Locally Owned & Custom Designed with you in mind. 



51 l-45th Street E. Saskatoon 306-934-0660 
www.majesticcabinets.ca 





























“Autumn is a second spring 
when every leaf is a fiowerJ^ 

-Albert Camus 


When Tony and Colleen 

Yeager drive home after a 
workday in the city, especially 
in the fall, they often put aside 
for a little while the demands 
of busy lives to admire their 
handiwork.Taking a moment 
to drink in the autumn land¬ 


scape surrounding their River's 
Edge home is precious time 
well spent. 

When Tony, an engineer, and 
Colleen, an accountant, bought 
a parcel of land In 1997 about 
20 kms from Saskatoon's city 
centre, they had a budding plan 


about transforming four acres 
of alfalfa field into a breath¬ 
taking landscape. In 1998, they 
started planting trees. Every 
season has its charm, but to 
make the most of each, some 
research helps. 


The Plan 

Think about seasons, 
colours, textures and main¬ 
tenance first,Tony says. 

"We used a landscape archi¬ 
tect and we found that really 
useful. Certainty, you want to 
do your research first You don't 
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PLANNING FOR FALL COLOUR 



KARIN MELBERfi SCHWIER 




jff 1 



want to be planting on a large 
scale and then realize youVe 
made mistakes "Tony says. 

Trustworthy advice from 
nursery staff where they 
purchased their trees, shrubs 
and flowers is also useful. 
Details on size, colours and 


tending required helps with 
decisions about what will work 
on a particular property. 

When making planting deci¬ 
sions, practicality often wins 
out, says Colleen. 

''Honestly, we don't think 
about what the butterflies 



GET YOUR SPA INSTALLED 
THIS FALL TO ENJOY 

ALL YEAR LONG 


FthTUIIINa WEBCCKNEGT 

ALLOWS YOU TO REMOTELY 
COHNECTTO YOUR SPA 


TRADE IN WELCOME 
603A 51st Street East 


Visit arctichottubssaskatoon.ca 
or call 306-477-4688 


or bees would like. We think 
about whafs going to survive,'" 
she insists. "You learn to walk 
by the pretty hydrangeas and 
roses that might do well on a 
city lot, but just aren't going 
to cut it on an acreage. Lilies 
are tough. Most of our shrubs 
are prairie hardy ninebarkor 
spirea. If the tag doesn't say 
'good to -40,' just don't buy it. 
On this large scale, you just 
can't afford to buy things that 
you have to baby along or keep 
replacing." 

For those who have been 
through it this is good advice 


for in-town selections too, 
since sometimes exotic trees 
and shrubs don’t make it to 
the next year. 

Water and Wind 

A major acreage priority was 
irrigation .Tests confirmed good 
well water before the Yeagers 
even purchased the property. 

"It was also important to 
have good drainage,"Tony says. 
"We were fortunate that the 
land had a slight slope to it so 
we were able to enhance that 
by putting a small creek bed 
through the middle of it." ^ 
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PLANNING FOR FALL COLOUR 



Amur Maple and Autumn Gold Ash (left of house).The maple has green leaves late in the summer 
but the seeds turn a very bright red.The ash are highlight trees to provide shelter for the deck. 



Manchurian Ash at right.These line the driveway to suggest a long 
winding lane with an Asian look and brilliant yellow in the fall. 


Wind is a major nemesis. 
"In the country, it's impor¬ 
tant to have a windbreak so 
we planted towering poplar 
and Scots pine right after we 
bought the place." 


The Palette 

ForTony and Colleen, it was 
important to layer species and 
varieties that showed off their 
blooms and colours in different 
seasons for an ongoing display. 


"Our Amur and silver maples 
are the two best for reds in the 
fall" says Tony. "Fi rebush is 
also a good shrub that turns 
bright red. For yellows, we 
have different types of ash, 


birch and poplars. Lilacs turn 
a darker purple." Ninebark and 
spirea shrubs move from 
greens and purples to showy 
yellows, oranges and reds in 
the fall. Lilies continue to ^ 
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YOUR COMMUNITY. 
YOUR HOME. 
YOUR STYLE. 



AN AUTHENTIC VILLAGE COMMUNITY 


Welcome to The Meadows. A multi-generational 
masterplanned neighbourhood to call your home for years 
to come. Choose from our limited collection of townhomes, 
detached family homes and luxury bungalows. 



SIGN UP ONLINE FOR OUR LATEST NEWS 

no MeadowsLiving.ca 

PROPERTIES 


Presentation Centre located 
at the end of Taylor Street East and 
Rosewood Gate North 

Open MONDAY to THURSDAY 5 - 9 PM 
WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS 1 - 5 pm 


304.291,8785 
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bloom into the autumn. 

Each season produces 
unique textures, shape and 
CO I our. The re's a large garden, 


and the Yeagers put in apple, 
cherry, plum, raspberries and 
strawberries. 


The Grander Scale 

■'On an acreage, everything's 
on a macro levelrTony explains. 
"You just canT do the small 


detail you can on a city lot. You 
simply have to do everything 
on a bigger scale and you need 
to rely on perennials of various 



Quality 


Stone 


INSTALLER FRIENDLY PANELS 


Save Money | Easy To Install 


QualityStoneProducts.com 
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PLANNING FOR FALL COLOUR 



sorts. Putting tn the nunnber of 
annuals it would take to have 
any sort of impact every year 
would simply be too time 
consuming and too expensive."' 

Tending trees, shrubs and 
flowerbeds is a little [ike having 
pets. A homeowner must invest 
the time and energy In the care 
and upkeep. But for people 
like Tony and Colleen, that 
chore is a welcome respite 
from careers that come with 
hours connected to technology. 

"We both have farming 
backgrounds and now we both 
have jobs where we sit behind 
computer screens,"Tony ► 
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Amur Maple an 
by the pond.Thi 

d Variegated Dogwood Shrub, facing south. Kurt Ye 
a variegated dogwood provides for contrast and at 

lager spends some 
ids mass to the wa1 
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Amur Maple and Weeping Birch, facing south/southwest The birch provide a unique texture 
around the west side of the pond and shows beautiful autumn yeliows. 
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Apple, facing west.The orchard features four types of apple as well as two pium, seven 
sour cherry, raspberries and strawbernes.The fruit trees help shelter the garden. 


says. ''So we both very much 
enjoy getting outside and 
getting into the dirt.There's 
pruning, weeding and tending, 
but we find it very enjoyable 
and even therapeutic." 

A Soothing Oasis 

Tony, Colleen and their 
three children —Cahlin, Brett 
and Kurt, along with their 
dogTobi—all enjoy the open 
spaces and the burst of fall 
colours. At the end of a long 
day, coming home to a serene 
park-like setting, no matter 
what season of the year, has 
Its cathartic effect on everyone 
In the family. 

'Tall is my favourite season,'' 
says Colleen. "It does catch 
you by surprise. You suddenly 
notice the colours, usually in 
the maples or ash along the 
driveway because theyVe such 
drama queens.TheyVethe last 
to leaf out and theyYe golden 
in the fall. You have to ^ 



Banquets & Catering Services 
Corporate Meetings & Events 
Customer & Staff Appreciations 
Weddings & Socials 
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Celebrate life here 


306.956.n00 www.willowsgolf.com 
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appreciate them quickly. As 
soon as it gets cold, they just 
drop. Instantly.You can stand 
out there on the day and it's 
just raining leaves. Ifs really 
something to experience.^^ 

"There's certainly a feeling 
of accomplishment for all the 
planning and effort we put in, 
especially in the fall when all 
the colours are at their height," 
Tony says. "During the regular 
routine of family life, we do 
have to remind ourselves to 
walk around and take things in. 
No matter what time of year." 

Now that the planting project 
is 17 years along, Colleen 
agrees that taking time to 
appreciate the yard has to 
be a deliberate pause in the 
midst of work and family life. 

"It's almost like you don't 
think about it until people 
come to visit.They ooo and 
ahhh and you think, wow, look 
what we did." 4|| 

Karin Melberg Schwier 





2 LOCATIONS: 


43RD STREET E 306-931-2885 

8TH STREET E 306-974-3885 

www.steelnnet.net 


20 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


44 Saskatoon HOME 


FALL 2015 





















Selecting a 
Mortgage Broker 
with Experience 
Can Be Your 
Edge In the Real 
Estate Market 


Pam Gaunt has over 20 Years 
of Knowledge and Experience 
She Can Put to Work for You! 


Pam can help with: 

- Getting you the right mortgage 

- Getting you the right rate and terms 

- Home purchase, refinancing, consolidating, 
and home improvement 

- Tough credit? I can help! 

There is NO COST to you for my service, 
call me for a free Interview today. 

(306)227-4438 

PamGaunt@sasktel.net 

NEW OFFICE LOCATION: 340A 48th Street East (just off Millar Ave] 


Current rates are lower than they have been 
in decades! Contact Pam today! 




The Mortgage Centre 



SKY 

FiNANClAL 

CORPORATION 


SKY Financial / Hie Mortgage Centre 

SKY License #31 S73g & Broker License #316110 
















Just south of Saskatoon's 
Temperance StreetTriangle, 
a new home is taking shape. 
Once complete, tt will have a 
distinctive, modem appeal with 
its clean lines and expansive 
windows. Yet it's the bones of 
the home that make it truly 
unique. 


Consisting of light steel 
framing, ifs a style of construc¬ 
tion that has some similari¬ 
ties with pre-engineered steel 
commercial buildings, but is 
still quite novel in residential 
applications. This particular 
home uses a patented system 
called BONE Structure, and the 


house onTemperance is the first 
of its kind in Saskatchewan. 

The Nuts and Bulls 

"Your foundation is built the 
same way (as a wood-framed 
house)," says Brady Plett, 
project manager with Aspect 
Home Builders, an authorized 


builder and assembler for BONE 
Structure. "You do your founda¬ 
tion forming and pour it, but 
you cast in anchor bolts. From 
there, the BONE Structure gets 
delivered. It comes in posts, 
beams and brackets." 

All the parts arrive pre¬ 
drilled, pre-cut and stamped 
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STEEL FRAME CONSTRUCTIOM 



In Steel frame construction all pieces come 
pre-drilled, pre-cut and stamped by an engineer 
—comparable to a giant Lego set. 


by an engineer. Brady equates 
the process to a Meccano or 
Lego set; all the pieces are 
prepped and ready with 
nothing extraneous.The only 
task is to assemble the parts 
accordingly. 

Base plates attach to the 
anchor bolts and joists are 
installed in between. Next, the 
main floor columns are added, 
followed by the second floor 
Joists, second floor columns 
and the roof joists. Once the 
primary steel is in place, the 
roof panels (also part of the 


BONE Structure system) are 
attached. These panels are 
called structural insulated 
panels {SIPs).They consist of 
a 10-inch piece of rigid insu¬ 
lation sandwiched between 
two pieces of plywood.The 
panels interlock to form the 
roof system. 

''Next, on your exterior 
walls, you take pieces of rigid 
insulation and you put them in 
between your columns. Over 
top of that, you spray foam 
(on the outside of the walls)/ 
adds Brady. From there, ^ 




LEAH THE 
PLUMBER 


Plumbing • Heating & Cooling ‘Gas Fitting 


306 668 0307 


www.leahtheplumber.com ^ /LeahThePlumber 
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STEEL FRAME CONSTRUCTION 


the drywall, exterior finishes 
and rooftng are Installed just 
as they would be on a wood¬ 
framed home. 

Environmental Benefits 

Applying the spray foam on 
the outside means there is no 
thermal transfer.""Everything 
is thermally divided so you 
don't have any heat transfer 
from outside to inside" says 
Brady. '"Once you spray foam 
your walls and your root you 
end up with about an R-56 
working value in your roof 
and an R-28.5 working value 
in your walls." 

Since all the pieces are 
pre-manufactured, there's no 
cutting to do on site, which 
results in minimal waste. 
"We're using recycled steel 
for the construction instead 
of wood so there's no defor¬ 
estation that ties in with it" 
adds Brady. 
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STEEL FRAME CONSTRUCTIOM 



The sgr^V'^oam Insulation, making an R-28.B thermal barrier, can be seen 
befqte the ex|gr|Qr finish is applied. Any exterior finish can then be used. 


Advantages 

'Integrating your electrical 
and mechanical to the system 
works really welir says Brady. 
"The floor joists have circles cut 
into them so you never have to 
put bulkheads in. You don't have 
to drill holes in all of your studs 
in your exterior walls to run 
your electrical and you can run 
your plumbing in your exterior 
walls as well because they're 
insulated on the outside.You 
don't have to worry about your 
pipes freezing." 

The strength of steel adds 
design flexibility and conve¬ 
nience. "You can do some large, 
clear spans," says Brady, noting 
that it can accommodate up to a 
25 by 10 foot opening for large 
windows. Although such spans 
are possible in a wood-framed 
house, Brady says it requires 
the incorporation of steel 
into the wood frame, which 
can result in thermal breaks 
and lost R-va!ues. The ^ 



Lakeside 


25 minutes away in Shields 
on Blackstrap Lake 


lots for building and finished 
homes for sale 


walkout lots and dock 
spaces available 


backing the golf course 


fully serviced lots including 
sewer and city water 


(306) 261-5543 
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STEEL FRAME CONSTRUCTION 



Steel construction also means 
there are no load bearing walls, 
making this system conducive 
to open-concept designs. 

Steel doesn't burn, rot or 
rust. It also won't harbour 
mould, which can cause health 
issues. 

Disadvantages 

In general, a BONE Struc¬ 
ture home will cost up to 10 
per cent more than a typical 
wood-framed house from 
start to finish. However, 
Brady adds, 'Mf you're trying 
to meet the same level of 
R-values, the same kind 
of quality control as far as 
straightness of your lumber, 
and if you do the same type 
of spans, youVe going to be 
looking at the same cost." 

Commercial Quality, Residential 
Application 

Ultimately, BONE Structure is 
a commercial quality, high-end 


residential build, says Brady. 
Although theTemperance projed 
is the first entry into Saskatoon, 
the homes can be found across 
Canada and in California, the 
majority of them in Ontario and 
Quebec.The speedy assembly 
is ideal for building at the lake 
or outside the city because it 
helps keep transportation and 
housing costs for tradespeople 
to a minimum. 

"We do a lot of commercial 
work," says Brady, in regards 
to Aspect's parent company, 
Con-Tech General Contractors. 
"In the commercial world lots 
of things are very well engi¬ 
neered and well designed so 
we don't want to build homes 
that are just slapped together. 
We want to do projects that are 
architecturally distinguished, 
ones that are unique for the 
people who are going to be 
living in them." (j) 

Juiie Barnes 
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Dave Cummine has a (ways 
marched to the beat of his own 
drum. 

As a young man, he worked 
as a musician, playing drums 
in bands in Toronto and 
Vancouver, and touring in 


the States. For the past 18 
years, he has played drums 
for Saskatoon's Kashmir, a Led 
Zepplin tribute band, and today 
he builds unique furniture out 
of discarded drums. 

Through his business, DCs 


Wood'N'Lock, he creates one- 
of-a-kind woodworking pieces, 
such as the drum furniture, 
but also jewelry boxes, pet 
urns and anything else that 
strikes his fancy. 

He's in the process of turning 


a 1920s Philco radio cabinet 
into a wine server, and he just 
finished turning a 1913 upright 
Player piano into a sofa table 
that can double as a desk. 

''[The client] was moving 
off the farm and down- ^ 
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Dave's drum pieces run in the SI00 range. Interested in talking to 
Dave about a project? Search Wood'N’Lock on Facebook. 

• 1 



Choosing a builder who belongs to the New Horre 
Warranty Program ensures your new home is protected 
from problems that can occur with new buildings. 


You'll be covered for*: 

» Your initial deposit up to $25/000 If the builder defau its 
» Defects in workmanship or materials for the first year 

* Exterior water penetration for two years 

* M ajor structural defects for five years 

Plus, you can get even more comprehensive coverage with 
the o pt i on a I exten ded coverage f o r si n gl e fam i ly h o mes. 

To find out more, visit our website or contact us today. 

''Thfl E AC£Hn|>tlE'diEsc^Han Dfcwenage-. CtHtac t tLe- Uew Hooie'IAianiah'ty P[Dg.ram 
crfSaSilvtlchcwan Ibr wunanty dctaib. 

www.nhwp.org 


#4-3012 Louise St. E, Saskatoon (306) 373-7833 



sizing, and she couldn't take 
this piano with her, but it 
was a family heirloom^ says 
Dave. "I understand they're 
big and bulky and heavy and 
not everyone wants to nnove 
them all the time, but it breaks 
my heart to see them go to the 
dump.That's why I jumped at 
the chance to do this one for 
this lady who was downsizing. 
I love the storyline, I love the 
provenance behind the stuff 
like that, the history." 

A big object like a piano is 
not easy to dismantle, and not 
all of the parts can be used 


again, but the pieces that do 
make it into the new object 
are always of fine quality. He 
has the piano keys waiting for 
a future use, whenever inspi¬ 
ration hits. 

Making the Old New Again 

Work like this is called ""upcy- 
cling," reusing materials in a 
way that creates an object 
with a higher value than the 
original. Dave has worked 
with other upcycle artists 
through a Saskatoon group 
called Remix; their shabby- 
chic work features furniture, 
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When a woman moved and couldn't take the family's worn out yet stili heirloom piano with her, Dave created 
a new life for it in a form she could accommodate in her new home.The keys are saved for a future project. 


^ M 


c- ■ 3 '' 
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jewelry and items less easy to 
define, like a retro television 
set turned into a cat bed. 

One of the artists in the 
group is a blacksmith, so 
Dave will be learning the trade 
from her in the near future. He 
expects the skill will come in 
handy when he needs to make 
hardware for his own pieces. 

When upcycling, Dave 
tries to use as much of the 
original hardware as possible, 
preserving the patina and age 
of the components. He also 
doesn't like to paint over the 
wood; if he can, he prefers 


to bring out the natural grain 
with sanding and staining.The 
result of these choices gives 
his work a n a ntique look with 
a folk art sensibility. 

While Dave says he doesn't 
like titles, when pressed, he 
calls himself a "repurposer"' 
rather than an artist. 

"I take drums that nobody 
wants and nobody will pfay 
for whatever reason... and that 
doesn't mean you can't still 
make them into something. 
They can have a second life 
as a piece of furniture." 

Old drums are found 
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Stowed away in garages, 
forgotten in back yards, or at 
bottom prices at garage sales. 
Friends bring him drums and 
other music related stem, or 
he finds them himself, and 


he squirrels them away for 
a future project when the 
time is right, and inspiration 
strikes. 

Ashfeigh Mattem 


A SPECIAL CONNECTION TO MR. HOCKEY 

Dave has made his own mark in Saskatoon, but 
his other claim to fame is his connection to Mr. 
Hockey himself, Gordie Howe. 

Born in Floral, SK, and raised in Saskatoon, 

Howe is considered one of the greatest hockey 
players of all time. Mr. Hockey is Dave's uncle (his 
mother's brother). 

Howe had moved to Detroit by the time Dave 
was born, and Dave never did get to see Howe 
play, but he has stayed in touch with his uncle 
over the years. 

Most recently, Dave saw his uncle at a tribute 
dinner held in Saskatoon, with sports stars like 
Brett Hull and Wayne Gretzky in attendance. It was 
Howe's first public appearance since suffering a 
series of strokes, and was likely the 86-year-old's 
last visit to Saskatoon. 

Dave is proud of his uncle's accomplishments, and 
loves that Howe is being recognized through the 
naming of the planned bridge connecting Detroit 
and Windsor.The Gordie Howe International 
Bridge is expected to be completed in 2020. 

"That's pretty outstanding," says Dave. 
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WE ARE EQUIPPED TO PROVIDE 
ANYTHING FROM MODERN URBAN 
TO TRADITIONAL FACE FRAME. 


pennylanecabinets.ca 


Bay#! 301 45thStW 
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When choosing automated shades, you'll add convenience^ 


enhance your decor, and save money—all at the touch of a button. 


Stein offers a wide range of automated solutions from sound 


our lighting control may look like. The possibilities are endless 


www.steinelectric.ca 


1-3403 Millar Avenue 
Saskatoon SK 306-242-6577 
Email: info@steineIectric.ca 




2426577 


Possibilities are ENDLESS 
with Home Automation. 
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When Orest and Marion 
Murawsky wrapped up careers 
as educators and once again 
opened an antique store, they 
imagined buying trips back 
east, to the U.S. and Europe. 
So far, their passports are stiH 
in the drawer. From 'smalls' 
to larger stuff, their biggest 


surprise was finding so many 
rare and valuable treasurers 
right here at home.The biggest 
reward is being given the story 
behind each piece. 

Wliat Goes Around 

''Every day a surprise walks 
through the door," says Orest. 


The Murawskys owned antique 
stores in the 1970s and 80s. 
Their new venture,The Indefi¬ 
nite Article, has only been open 
a year in downtown Saskatoon, 
and there's no shortage of local 
finds.They're seeing some old 
familiar faces, too. 

"A lot of people we see. 


including those wonderful 
customers we had 40 years 
ago, are now in their 70s and 
80sr Orest says. "TheyVe 
downsizing, getting rid of 
houses and condos.They're 
moving to the coast, maybe 
into assisted living. Many adult 
children simply aren't inter- 
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ested in what their parents 
have collected, so back it 
comes to us.'" 

Toontown Treasures 

Pioneers arriving in Saska¬ 
toon by horse and wagon 
didn't have a moving van 
following close behind. But 


their determination to set 
up normal housekeeping on 
the prairies was evidenced by 
what they managed to bring 
with them. 

''You'd be surprised what 
people brought from the 
States or from down east" 
says Orest. "In those days, a 


We can’t make your 
kids practice on Aunt 
ida’s heirioom piano. 

But we can make your 
home insurance easy. 


butlerbyers V SeEasy 

[hsurancB 



bride's dowry that might have 
included high end furniture 
like Stickley, Gowan, Bernhardt 
and, ironically, Murawsky 
Furniture Company pieces 
from Kitchener, all brought 
from eastern Canada. They 
could really pack a lot in a 
wagon.'" 

Ornate items like large 
grandfather clocks, chests, 
oak roll top desks, furniture, 
pianos, signed glass and 
rare pieces of jewellery often 
accompanied pioneers or were 
shipped later by train once 
settlers homesteaded. 

The variety, quality, rarity 
and uniqueness of many items 
that turn up in and near Saska¬ 
toon is remarkable, say the 
Murawskys. While wooden 
furniture from Europe is 
often prone to cracking In dry 
prairie conditions, Canadian- 
made products withstand the 
elements and are often still 
in pristine condition. Vintage 


commercial coffee grinders, 
light fixtures, weigh scales, an 
opthalometer, even a century- 
old commercial mangle, all 
from long-gone Saskatoon 
businesses, have surfaced. 
Industrial and commercial 
equipment from decades ago 
are now enjoying new popu¬ 
larity as "steampunk.' 

With some rare excep¬ 
tions, most of the pieces the 
Murawskys come by are in 
estate auctions and private 
sales. Not many items are still 
found in barns, granaries or 
attic nooks and crannies. 

"In the 1970s and 1980s, 
old farms were ransacked and 
stripped of anything valuable," 
says Orest. "So what we find 
nowadays is usually something 
that's been used in the home 
or appreciated as a collect¬ 
ible. Ws exciting, though, when 
someone discovers something 
behind the wall or in Grand¬ 
ma's basement." ^ 
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Recently, the Murawskys 
bought several items from a 
woman whose mother had 
lived in Saskatoon in the same 
house for 75 years. She was a 
nurse In Europe during WWII 
and amongst her possessions 
was an 1890 amethyst cameo, 
now valued up to $1,000. It was 
purchased on March 18,1945, and 
Included in the box was a hand¬ 
written note, in French. Printed 


on the inside of the lid. We Shall 
Be Free Again, a hopeful wish 
from the antique dealer that the 
war would soon end—which it 
did, two months later. 

''It just gave me chills to see 
it," says Marion. ''Thafs what 
makes collecting so exciting! 
We never know whafs going 
to come our way, but there's 
no need to travel very far to 
find some wonderful items." 



Residential 
Comnnerc^al 
Custom design 
Renovations 
Additions 

Energy efficient builds 
Baseitieni development 


McMillan 

Works 


LINE HOME LUjiLniNG & Renovation 


( 30 j 5 ) 24 ^. 2861 
wwiw.rticmiilanwQ/ks.com 




58 Saskatoon HOME 


FALL 2015 





















TIMELESS TREASURES 


THE FIRST "INDEFINITE ARTICLE" 

Saskatoon collector John McGowan was an 
icon in the local antique business.The Indefinite 
Article, his packed-to-the-rafters storefront on 
Victoria Avenue, was well known by dealers, 
collectors and pickers. When the 93-year-old 
building was demolished in 2005, John moved 
into the new space built beside Homestead Ice 
Cream, and changed the name to McGowan's Old 
Wares. John, longtime friend of the Murawskys 
and godfather to their son Graham, "lived and 
breathed antiques" to the end. He did his last 
appraisal three days before he died at the age 
of 80 in 2013. As executor of the estate, Orest 
handled all that John had collected for over 50 
years. It took months and a "once in a lifetime" 
auction, but all was sold. John encouraged the 
Murawskys to call their store by the same name. 


Capturing Canadiana 

The Murawskys keep a sharp 
eye out for items that "capture 
the makeup of early Saskatch¬ 
ewan" says Orest. Items that 
represent significant periods 
and events like the fur trade, 
homesteading, farming, the 
railroad and the various ethnic 
groups that settled here, turn 
up to their delight. "To us, ifs a 
way of preserving the history of 
the pioneer era and the migra¬ 
tion of different ethnic groups." 

With a focus on Ukrainian, 
Mennonite, First Nations and 
Metis, and Doukhobor items, 
Orest and Marion relish finds by 
furniture makers and artisans, 
handmade items that represent 
the Saskatchewan mosaic. 

"When people started buying 
from Sears and Eaton's cata¬ 
logues, they simply got rid of 
a lot of the handcrafted things. 
In fact, people would take their 
handmade items, pile them up 
and burn them. Those early 
pieces from the catalogue are 
considered antiques today, but 
they were factory made.The 
folk art and pieces that people 
would make themselves in the 
late 1800s or early 1900s are 
really rare now," Orest explains. 


Presenring the Stories 

"As educators for over 40 
years, we really enjoy helping 
people learn about what they 
have," Orest explains. "When¬ 
ever we find handwritten notes 
from a grandmother or some 
documentation, we try to keep 
that with the pieces because it 
adds to the story. It's helpful 
when there's some sort of 
record, where it came from, 
and who bought it when." 

Marion agrees. "We're not 
always out there to buy. In 
fact, we encourage people to 
keep items once they find out 
what they really have." 

Recently, a woman brought 
in jewellery, confessing she 
had always let her children 
play dress-up with it when 
they were young. Now she 
was curious about its origin. 
It turned out to be very rare 
Sherman, made in the 1930s, 
and worth over $1,000. 

"She was thrilled with that 
news," Marion says. "When 
owners connect to a piece and 
have a better understanding of 
its history and value, many will 
decide to keep it in the family. 
WeTe quite happy when that 
happens." 


When people come in who 
have no family or relatives 
with no Interest in antiques, 
Marion says, "it's more like 
we're adopting than buying. 
They want to make sure the 
story goes along with it. We're 
always fascinated by the 
history of each piece and how 
it came to be in Saskatoon." 

Just a Few Intriguing and Rare 
Local Finds: 

* A RoaringTwenties flapper 
doll with cigarette, created 
to celebrate women's 
emancipation 

* Doukhobor early 1900s folk 
art picture frames, carved 
lap desk with bird motif 

* Pair of Model M 110 WWI 
trench phones 

* 1920s surgical lamp used 
as lighting in Saskatoon 
barber shop 

* Metis "Batoche" painted 
pantry cupboard, early 1900s 


• Arthur Pequegnat clock 
collections 

• Treaty 4 Indian Agent Medical 
supply trunk, 1880s 

• 1832 amethyst cameo 
purchased in France in 1945, 
brought here at end ofWWII 

• Hand painted 1920sTurret 
Cigarette advertising sign 
from a pool room 

• 1861 rare American 
Waltham Watch Co. clock 
in mahogany case 

• Early 1900s CNR station 
agent's desk, telegraph and 
clocks 

• CFQC Radio cityscape 1970s 
metal advertising sign with 
reverse side election ad for 
Ray Hnatyshyn 

• Opthalometer from 1900 
used by an early Saskatoon 
optometrist 

• 1960s cursive Hermes 
typewriter in case | j) 

Karin Mefberg Schwier 
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At Saskatoon Funeral Home we are known for, and pride 
ourselves on, our abiity to help plan meaningful and personal 
memorial services that are unique to each family we serve. 
Pre-planning should be done your way to ensure that 
loved ones have your guidance as they create a lasting and 
meaningful tribute. Virtuahy everything can be pre-planned, 
from the music played, to serving a favorite food at the 
reception. We are here to help tell your story. 

Exclusive 24 hour on-site guardianship 

(306) 244 5577 
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Lots from $149,900 
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Perfect Perogies 




How do you spell perogy? 

You can see how I spell it, 
but Tm sure a spirited argu- 
nrtent could break out between 
that spelling and variations like 
perogi, pEerogy, pyrohy, pyrogy 
and many more. However, 
most of us can agree that 
perogies are a simple, but deli¬ 
cious treat We tend to think 
of these dumplings of unleav¬ 
ened dough as a Saskatchewan 


thing, but the truth is, they 
are huge worldwide. 

While dumplings are found 
throughout Eurasia, everything 
from the Japanese gyoza to 
the Italian ravioli, an actual 
'pierogi' is of Polish back¬ 
ground, with variations like 
the Russian pelmeni or the 
Ukrainian varenyky. In some 
regions of Ukraine, the words 
pirogi and pirozhki would refer 


to baked pies and buns, not 
dumplings. But Canadian 
Ukrainians call them pero¬ 
gies because many of them 
came from a part of Ukraine 
where local dialects had a lot of 
words in common with Polish, 
Romanian, German and other 
Central European languages. 

I can see by Nadine's family 
cookbook that contains her 
mother's recipe, they refer 


to Their varenyky as 'pyrohy.' 

Nadine is a Baba who has a 
successful homemade perogy 
and catering business. So 
successful in fact, that she 
doesn't want her full name 
used because she's already 
busy enough. IVe had to 
disguise names in hard-hitting 
journalistic articles before, but 
never because someone's pero¬ 
gies are too good. ^ 
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HOME FOOD 



The most people she's ever 
catered for was 416, which is 
a lot of perogies and cabbage 
rolls. She has nine freezers in 
her house, two of them for 
cabbage alone. Baba Nadine 
has been making perogies 
professionally for almost 
20 years. She learned as a 
girl on the farm nearVonda, 
Saskatchewan, using a recipe 
that has been handed down 
for generations. 


"My mother taught me,'' says 
Baba Nadine. "We ate pero¬ 
gies a lot on the farm. I was 
raised on the farm. We milked 
cows, we had cream, we had 
everything. My Mom basically 
only went to the store for a 
few different things. We had 
our own chicken, potatoes, we 
had everything. And we had 
perogies all the time." 

Baba Nadine sets out to 
teach me how to make her 


famous perogies, using a batch 
of dough she has prepared 
(see recipe). As any chef 
knows, simple is harder than 
people think. When there's no 
complexity to hide behind, you 
stand alone with your flavours 
and textures. Like anything 
else, it takes practice over time. 

"When I first got married, 
nothing turned out for me," 
Nadine says. "They were hard 
as rock, I could have killed 


somebody with my stuff. But as 
the years went on, I practiced 
and it was okay." 

The dough is incredibly 
soft. We roll it out with a bit 
of flour and she uses a cup to 
cut out circles that are about 
two inches in diameter. We lay 
the circles out on a tea towel 
for use in a moment. 

Now you're ready for the 
filling. We're just using potato 
and cheese, though Nadine 


PEROGY DOUGH 



PEROGY FILLING 


5 - 6 large 
potatoes 

Salt and pepper ^ 
to taste 
Dash of milk 
Other fillings 4 I 
as desired 
(cheese, bacon, 3 
sauerkraut, 
cottage 
cheese, etc.) 


Mash potatoes and add other flavours as desired. Mix 
together. Add dashes of milk to make mixture the consis¬ 
tency of traditional mashed potatoes. 

Follow the directions in the article for further instruction. 
Makes about 7-8 dozen perogies depending on the size 
and thickness. 
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tells me she's seen them filled 
with everything from sauer¬ 
kraut to cottage cheese, 

■'I try anything" she says. 
"I don't mind trying. Some of 
the stuff I love.The only thing I 
won't touch is cottage cheese. 
My mother used to make it on 
the farm, tons of it and sell ft 
to people in Saskatoon.That 
wasn't a nice smell. And when 
you get raised with making that 
stuff, who in the heck wants 


to eat it?" 

A little trick she shows me 
involves taking the dough circle 
and flipping it in your hand, so 
the side that was touching the 
tea towel is now facing up.The 
reason for this is that it stays 
sticky, where the side that was 
air side up does not.This will 
help you In a moment. 

'Take a half a spoonful of 
your filling and put it in the 
middle/ says Baba Nadine. 


"Be careful. Beginners always 
use too much.This dough will 
come apart when you cook 
them.'^ 

After this, you fold the dough 
over the filling from the centre. 
Now that sticky part comes in 
handy, as it grips the other 
side well. You pinch your way 
along the seam until you've 
got yourself a fully formed 
perogy. 

"Hey!" she says. "You did 
pretty good for a beginner!" 

After we've finished filling 
them, we put a pot of water 
on to boil to cook a few for 
tasting.You can freeze them 
too, but note that Baba Nadine 
says to make the dough a Trttie 
thicker if you're going to freeze 
them.Thinner is okay if you're 
cooking them right away. 

We put the perogies in the 
water and they bubble to the 
surface. Once this happens 
you can take them out, place 
them on greased cookie sheets 
and place them in your freezer 
to freeze them flat. But if you 
want to eat them right away 
you need to actually need to 
keep them in longer (about 4 
mins), and as Nadine points 
out to me, you can see them 
getting fluffier and filling out 


more.They almost double in 
size. If they break open in the 
water you have boiled them 
too long. 

At this point she takes them 
out, rolls them in some oil so 
they don't stick together and 
puts them on a plate for me, 
with butter, onions and the 
biggest. Baba-sized tub of sour 
cream you've ever set eyes on. 

I take a bite, and my eyes 
sort of roll back into my head 
as I begin to nod vigorously. 
I'm sure I look like a doofus. 
But I don't care. Baba Nadine's 
recipe is amazing.They taste 
like fresh little silken pillows, 
kissed with butter and sour 
cream . And it strikes me again; 
while each person brings their 
own technique and exacting 
measurements to the process, 
I'm tasting a bit of the past. Not 
only Nadine's family recipe, 
handed down through genera¬ 
tions, but also the heritage 
of Saskatchewan itself, a little 
piece of the old country in the 
21st century. iS» 

Craig SiHsphant 


WHITE CREAM PEROGY GRAVY 


1 can of stems 8t pieces mushroom 
1 container whipping cream (2 cup size)— 
Dairyland brand thickens best 
2Tbsp flour (approximately) 

2Tbsp dill (fresh or frozen) 


Pour whipping cream in a pot, bring to gentle boil, stirring 
so cream does not burn. Drain the liquid from the can of 
mushrooms into a side bowl.Take the above liquid from 
mushrooms, add sifted flour to consistency of a gravy 
mixture, pour slowly into cream. 

Once the cream is the consistency of gravy, stir in dill and 
mushrooms. Add salt to taste. Simmer until the mush¬ 
rooms are heated, stirring so that cream does not burn. 

TIP: Making the gravy the day before helps to thicken the 
sauce, but it can be made the same day. Keep refrigerated. 

Thank you to Baba Elaine Stadnyk for sharing this coveted 
family recipe. 
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JEFF O’BRIEN 
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Many of us remember when 
Hallowe'en meant hundreds 
of kids in costumes, the door¬ 
bell ringing non-stop and the 
street full of cheerful cries of 
''Hallowe'en apples!'' and 
'Trick orTreat!" until long past 
darkThings seem a lot quieter 
today. No one's keeping formal 
statistics that we know of, but 
anecdotal evidence suggests 
that in most neighbourhoods 
in Saskatoon, the Hallowe'en 


noting the usual pranks having 
been played by small boys on 
Hallowe'en night. By 1912, 
things had picked up, with 
parades, pranks and parties 
a-plenty in Saskatoon, mostly 
thanks to the 200 university 
students who paraded noisily 
through downtown dressed 
as ghosts and stopping at 
the homes of local digni¬ 
taries to threaten mayhem 
unless appeased with a gift 


"Some of the pranks they played," the 
newspaper noted wryly the next day, "will give 
less favoured men extra work this morning" 


throngs of yore have been 
greatly reduced. 

Pfeopfe have been celebrating 
Hallowe'en here for more than 
a century.The first mention of 
it we came across was In a 
newspaper report from 1904 


of apples. "Some of the pranks 
they played,'' the newspaper 
noted wryly the next day, "will 
give less favoured men extra 
work this morning." 

Pranking was an accepted 
part of the Hallowe'en ^ 
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traclftion for many years.Things 
like outhouse tipping—very 
popular in North Park after 
the Second World War, appar¬ 
ently—window soaping, fire¬ 
cracker tossing and garbage 
can dumping were just part of 
the fun.The local gendarmes 
mostly looked the other way, 
forgiving the more boisterous 
displays as simple youthful 
exuberance. 


Exuberant Pranking 

Some years were more 
exuberant than others. In 
1929, the traditional univer¬ 
sity parade was marked 
by vandalism, petty theft, 
brawling, bogus fire alarms, 
downtown-spanning snake 
dances and general disor¬ 
der! in ess. A student was 
injured while helping to give 
a passing car ''the bumps''— 


lifting it bodily and dropping 
it back down again. When the 
panicked driver gunned it in 
reverse, the boy was run over 
and trapped underneath.The 
newspaper also reported that 
pranksters had laid "a quantity 
of ammunition on the street 
car tracks, causing intermit¬ 
tent explosions.'' Luckily, "the 
police collected most of the 
cartridges in quick order, prob¬ 


ably preventing a serious acci¬ 
dent." Indeed. 

There was widespread prop¬ 
erty damage in 1929, including 
a street car derailed by railway 
ties, downtown store windows 
smashed and a car nearly 
wrecked when a corrugated 
steel culvert was rolled in front 
of it. Despite this, reaction to 
the night's shenanigans was 
surprisingly muted. An angry 
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letter to City Counctl and a short 
editorial in the newspaper were 
the only expressions of outrage 
we could find. Regardless, City 
Council expressed its "utter 
disapproval of such lawless¬ 
ness and wholesale destruc¬ 
tion'" and warned that in the 
future "Law and Order will be 
strictly enforced on Hallowe"en 
night!" 

True to its word, the 
following year the city put 
every available police officer 
out on the streets with instruc¬ 
tions to show no mercy. It 
was to be a "safe and sane" 
Hallowe"en—they even 

banned the university snake 
dance. It was, as the news¬ 


paper reported somewhat 
disappointedly, "the dullest 
Hallowe'en in years" with 
no injuries or serious loss of 
property save for a car that 
had been borrowed from a 
garage on Lome Avenue. Even 
the garbage can tippers took 
the night off. 

Hooligan Doclino 

Hallowe'en hooliganism 
may have never again reached 
the levels of 1929, but it never 
completely went away, either. 
Things took a darker turn in 
1956 when drivers on Spadina 
Crescent had their windshields 
broken by street light fixtures 
lowered on cables until they 


were just a few feet above the 
ground (they were built to be 
lowered for maintenance).lwo 
cars were damaged in this way. 
Miraculously, no one was hurt 
when the 13-pound metal and 
glass assemblies smashed 
through their windows, but an 
electrical crew was kept busy 
for most of the night locating 
and repairing the street lamps, 
and the estimated cost to the 
city was the value of one full 
day's work for the electrical 
department. 

One Hallowe'en trick—or 
possibly it was a treat- 
common in those days was 
for women to dress as men in 
order to sneak into the beer 


parlours, which at that time 
were men-only. In the residen¬ 
tial districts, trick or treating 
was, of course, a citywide 
practice, with armies of the 
little ones going door to door 
begging for apples and penny 
candy. 

Changing Neighbourhoods 

Today, Hallowe'en in Saska¬ 
toon is much quieter.The habit 
of pranking seems to have 
fallen mostly out of fashion 
and we tend to save our riotous 
impulses for the aftermath of 
sporting events. But even the 
practice of trick-or-treating 
seems to be on the decline. In 
neighbourhoods as dispa- ^ 
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rate as Riversdale and Nutana, 
Confederation, Wildwood and 
Sitverwood, people report 
numbers of trkk-or-treaters 
averaging within about the 
10-35 range; abysmally low 


compared to years gone by. 

Part of the problem may 
be apathy. Perhaps young 
people today no longer feel 
the need to race around in the 
hopes of assembling a hoard 


of candy large enough to last 
until Christmas. But there is 
a demographic element as 
well. Simply put, children 
grow up and move out. And 
while neighbourhoods renew 


themselves eventually, chil¬ 
dren today make up a much 
smaller percentage of the city's 
population than they once did. 

Neighbourhoods like 
Brevoort Park, say, or 
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306 - 373-6777 

In tiii« OronvnnQ-r Fnrk Cantr^’ Bth €« , 

www.Hiiluitoon.frnin1ngiirtc«’ntrB.'Cmn [ 


68 Saskatoon HOME 


FALL 2015 






































HOMEtown REFLECTIONS 



Photo: by Leonard Hitt]/ard - Local History Roont - Saskatoon PubHc Lidtary - &-356 


Greystone—built in the 1950s 
and '60s to accommodate 
Saskatoon's spectacular growth 
after the Second World War¬ 
saw their populations drop 
precipitously as the children 
of the post-war baby boom 
grew up. Completed in 1966, 
Brevoort Park hit 4,900 in 
1971 —its highest ever. But 
by 1981, the population had 
dropped by 18 per cent, and 
it continued to decline there¬ 
after, finally bottom mg out at 
3,250 in 2006. On the other 
side of 8th Street, Greystone 
Heights followed a similar 
pattern except for five years 
sooner, reflecting the fact 
that it is slightly older than 
Brevoort, 


Today, those numbers are on 
the upswing as new families 
with young children gradually 
replace the older inhabitants. 
But there are fewer children 
in Brevoort and Greystone 
today than 40 years ago. 
During the baby boom, the 
average number of children 
per woman was 3.7Today it is 
less than half that. So despite 
the significant growth in Saska¬ 
toon in recent years, it seems 
unlikely that the city's older 
neighbourhoods will ever hear 
the pitter patter of little feet 
to the extent they did back 
in the 1950s, '60s and 70s. 

There are other factors, of 
course. While the age of a 
ne ig h bou rh ood is clea rly ^ 
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Trrck-or-Treaters being interviewed by CFQC reporters En 1959. 



Pfioto: Locai History Room - Saskatoon Pi/biic Library - QC-J05h'S 


relevant, affordabtHty will also 
help deternnme the number 
and size of young families, and 
thus the number of children 
who'll come banging on your 
door demanding treats. As 
well, parents today will often 
take younger children down 
to the shopping malls rather 
than brave the cold to come 
knock at your door. 

On the other hand, for nearly 
two decades, one of our own 
Saskatoon HOME writers had 
an elaborate and highly antici¬ 
pated haunted house {with 
University Drive neighbour¬ 
hood approval), complete 
with horror movie film clips 
in the window, a screaming 
and moaning soundtrack, a 
graveyard with torches, skel¬ 
etons, fog, flying bats and a 
murder of crows. She and her 
husband dressed as deceased 
newlyweds; their son handed 
out candy as Igor. She says 
a couple of Hallowe'ens ago. 
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HALLOWEEN OR HALLOWE'EN? 

In the traditional Christian calendar, November 
1 is All Saints Day, or, as it was once called All 
Hallows Day, from "hallow"—an Old English 
word meaning holy in the sense of a holy person 
or saint. By the early 1700s, the night before had 
come to be called All Hallows Even, which was 
later shortened to Hallowe'en.This is still a correct 
spelling although in recent years the apostrophe 
has been dropped, making it simply "Halloween" 


they lost count around the 
500-kid mark. And houses on 
Saskatchewan Crescent—an 
area not known for its large 
youth cohort—still routinely 
get 200 or more children who 
are driven in from other parts 
of the city. 

But the news isn't all bad. 
In newer neighbourhoods, the 
numbers seem to be higher. 
People we talked to in Stone- 
bridge, for example, reported 
getting 100 or more trick-or- 
treaters last Hallowe'en. So 


it's possible that although 
the traditional practice of 
wandering the neighbour¬ 
hood demanding candy 
seems to be in a general state 
of decline, there may yet be 
hope for Hallowe'en, out there 
In the new suburbs presently 
a-building on Saskatoon's far 
frontiers. (|| 

Jeff O'Brien 
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Want to know the value of a property before 
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appraiser on board to help make your Investment 
decision. AACI and CRA appraisers are real 
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based on current and emerging market trends. 
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TREE ROOTS VS. 
SEWER LINES 

How to Avoid a Pain in the Drain 


Every year, the Chy of Saska¬ 
toon fields hundreds of calls 
about our urban trees. Some¬ 
times ifs a complaint about 
a surfeit of leaves dogging a 
homeowner's eavestroughs. 
Other times it's about roots 
causing a sidewalk to heave. 
Occasionally, ifs an issue with 
roots worming their way into 
a sewer line and causing a 
blockage. 

''The roots of trees simply do 
what roots naturally do, which 


is take advantage of a situation 
that provides the perfect mix 
of air, moisture and nutrients," 
says Michelle Chartier, a parks 
division superir^tendent with the 
City of Saskatoon. "We generally 
approach these inquiries from 
the perspective that the root 
cause—no pun intended—is a 
leak in the sewer line." 

The City doesn't remove 
trees based on complaints 
about sewer line root intru¬ 
sion, "We don't remove healthy 


trees," says Michelle. "We don't 
actively cull those trees unless 
they meet certain criteria for 
removal" One rare example of 
when a tree may be removed 
is if the City can't access the 
curb box safely. The under¬ 
ground box contains the valve 
that controls municipal water 
delivery to the home. 

Material Modifications 

The original sewer pipes in 
Saskatoon consisted of clay 


tile, which came in two- to 
four-foot sections. Between the 
mid-1940s and the late 1950s, 
fibre pipe was installed as an 
alternative to clay tile. In the 
early 1970s, PVC piping began 
to be installed, and it is still 
used today. 

PVC piping comes in longer 
lengths than the original day 
tile.This extra length is key 
in preventing root intrusion, 
as roots tend to enter where 
sections of pipe join together. 
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Rhofo: Courtesy CufeOna 


This finer fills fn missing sections of 
pipe and can be applied to any material 


The lengths of PVC have a bell 
and spigot system, giving them 
a tight connection thafs sealed 
with a rubber gasket. Root 
intrusion can still happen, 
but iTs considerably more 
rare than with clay tile. 

Warning Signs 

When a sewer blockage 
occurs, "there's always a sound 
that will come, a bubbling or 
gurgling sound from the floor 
drain in the basement'' says 
HaroldTorres, owner of Culebra 
Sewer and Water Works Corpo¬ 
ration. Often, the warning signs 
occur when a washing machine 
is in use or tub is drained; the 
volume of water is substantial 
enough to fill the sewer pipe 
to a point where it comes out 
of the lowest opening in the 
system.There may be a wet 
area around the basement 


floor drain. 

"Homeowners who have this 
recurring problem know that 
this is whafs happening and 
stop using water" says Harold. 
"Some homeowners, if they 
move into a new house with 
a root problem, will hear the 
sound but they keep using 
water. A day or two later, they 
have a sewage backup in their 
basement." 

"It might not be root intru- 
sion7 Harold adds. "It might 
be a blockage in the system. 
At that point It's unknown 
whether it's under the floor 
or outside the house." 

Understanding Responsibility 

The City provides an 
emergency sanitary sewer 
maintenance service to resi¬ 
dents, which includes all work 
necessary to clear blockages. 




No additives 
No prescriptions 
No appointments 
Just air, water and you... 


JASON. 


Plumb Shoiqw 

2225 Avenue C North Saskatoon 

306-249-4000 www.theplumbshoppe.com 


However, this is an emergency 
service {not for preventative 
maintenance) provided on a 
first-call, first-served basis. 
There is no cost to the home- 
owner if they call Public Works 
and wait in the queue. If the 
homeowner chooses to call 


a contractor directly, they 
are responsible for the costs. 
The homeowner owns the 
portion between the home and 
the property line and the City 
owns it from the property line 
to the main line in the street. 

To reach the City's Utility 
Services Department emer¬ 
gency line call 306-975-2476. 


Prevention 

"We have lots of clients we 
do preventative maintenance 
for.They prefer to call us before 
the backup happens; it saves 
money and damages" says 
Harold. "If you don't do ^ 
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Dfagram: City of Saskatoon 


anything about it and you wait 
until you have a backup, then 
you may have to go through an 
insurance claim and you may 
have a big mess to clean up 
and damage in your basement" 
Sewer relining is a perma¬ 
nent solution and preventative 
measure for homes in older 
neighbourhoods that still have 
clay pipes. "We video inspect 
the line" says Harold. This 
inspection provides Culebra 
with the diameter and length of 
the pipe so they can provide a 


quote. New technology means 
the relining can be completed 
in four hours.The liner consists 
of a durable, patented epoxy. 
Once cured, the liner becomes 
part of the pipe itself. "It's 
beneficial because the liner 
starts inside the house and 
runs all the way to the sanitary 
main line, leaving no gaps. 
There's no construction and 
no digging." adds Harold. 

Before hiring a company, ifs 
important to contact the City 
to make sure the connection 


is a candidate for relining and 
to ensure you're working with 
a licensed water and sewer 
contractor. 

Careful planting on private 
property also plays a role. 
Existing infrastructure (under 
and above ground) and the 
mature height and size of the 
tree should be considered 
before selecting the species 
and the planting location. 

Pros Outweigh Cons 

Although it's no easy feat to 


maintain city trees, Michelle 
explains that many of them 
will outlive the infrastructure 
they may impact from time to 
time. "We try to find a way to 
preserve trees as long as we 
can," she says. "People have 
a love-hate relationship with 
trees in our city, but there's 
research showing that the 
benefits of trees outweigh 
the costs. There's a tradeoff 
to having an urban forest." i\i 

Julie Barnes 
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Purveyors"ot quality succulents, line garue 
succulent balsamics & olive oils and fresh 

Home of The Firestick Cafe 


ARTISAN BREAD 

BAKING CLASSES 

(Fougasse, Focacda, Ciabatta, Milk 
and Floney, Raisin Pecan Rolls, 
Rosemary Roasted Potato and 
Onion, Pizza Dough) 


SUCCULENT BOWL 
CHRISTMAS TABLE 
CENTREPIECE CLASSES 


FALL & CHRISTMAS CLASSES 




TERRARIUM CLASSES 


SUCCULENT CHRISTMAS 
ORNAMENT MAKING CLASSES 



SUCCULENT WREATH 
MAKING CLASSES 

are beginning in JANUARY 2016 



TASTING STUDIO (balsamic vinegars, olive oils 
& gourmet foods) and SUCCULENT NURSERY 


THE FIRESTICK CAFE can be booked for 
PRIVATE FUNCTIONS, PARTIES and EVENTS 


Join us for our ongoing MUSIC IN THE 
GARDEN CONSERVATORY Concert Series 
Great 3 hour live concerts with 
5 plate dinners from the FIRESTICK. 


- For all class information, concert, private & corporate 

NOW BOOKING event bookings, and everything Solar Gardens, 

^Christmas Parties (in our brand new fantastic check our up to date website often: 

"Take Me to Church" dining hall and games room) solargardens.ca 

*Private and Corporate Events And while you're there, be sure to sign up for our 


*'Make Your Own Pizza' Parties 


fun and informative email newsletters. 


















































